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Everyone should take the time to actually

read and follow the Manufacturers’ Safe Use 

Requirements tag attached to extension 

cords. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission (CPSC) estimates that each 

year, about 4,000 injuries associated with 

electric extension cords are treated in 

hospital emergency rooms. About half the 

injuries involve fractures, lacerations, 

contusions, or sprains from people tripping 

over extension cords.

CPSC also estimates that about 3,300 

residential fires originate in extension cords 

each year, killing 50 people and injuring 

about 270 others. The most frequent causes 

of such fires are short circuits, overloading, 

damage, and/or misuse of extension cords.

Safety Tip of the Week

Reading is Fundamental

There’s the 

RIGHT way and 

the REALLY 

Wrong way!Appliances and equipment should have a UL label

DO NOT overload electrical circuits

 Too many items plugged into one outlet can cause a fire

 Fires from overloaded circuits can start inside the walls 

of your home/office and spread quickly

Use equipment with a Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) 

in areas where electricity is close to water

DO NOT rely on fuses or breakers for personnel safety

 A typical 25-amp breaker will withstand an overcurrent 

of 500% (125 amps) for 1 second before it reacts/trips!

 Death can occur with as little as 0.1 amps

Ensure power is off before working on equipment

NEVER bypass fuses or breakers

If you are unsure and/or something doesn’t look right, 

call a licensed electrician.

Fluorescent lights can cause a fire. Turn off Fluorescent 

lights when not in use. The ballast in fluorescent lights  

may overheat and cause a fire.
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